	PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT:  Individuals seeking legal assistance are asked to complete this worksheet.  The information requested is voluntary.  It will be used by the staff of the Joint Legal Assistance Office to assign counsel to you, to answer your questions, to prepare necessary documents for you, to monitor the progress of your case, and to prepare periodic statistical reports on the caseload of this office.  The authority for requesting and maintaining this information is found in 5 U.S.C. 301 and 44 U.S.C. 3101.  If you choose not to provide this information, the legal staff may not be able to assist you.




	Attorney:


	Date of Appointment:
	Time of Appointment:


PATERNITY STIPULATION 

WORKSHEET

NOTICE:  The Joint Legal Assistance office (“JLAO”) may assist you in preparing all the necessary filings and documents to obtain a court ordered paternity stipulation in California ONLY IF you and the other party have reached a consensus regarding all aspects of your case.  If your case is contested, you must hire a civilian attorney to assist you with it, or you may try to handle the entire matter yourself.  

Prior to your appointment date with a legal assistance attorney, please ensure that the following worksheet is filled out completely and accurately.  It must also be signed by both parties, and notarized by the party who is NOT receiving legal assistance from the JLAO.  If your worksheet is missing signatures, no appointment will be scheduled for you.  If your worksheet is not properly completed, your appointment may be rescheduled, or your paperwork will be significantly delayed.


DISCLAIMER:  This worksheet is created for settlement purposes only.  It is used by the attorneys of the JLAO to ensure that both parties have come to a substantial agreement on the most critical aspects of their paternity case, to prepare court filings, and to draft a paternity stipulation, if necessary.   This worksheet is not a paternity judgment, nor an admission of paternity, and shall not be construed as such under any circumstance.

Attending a class or other legal briefing presented by the JLAO, viewing a video, or receiving services from a non-attorney does not create an attorney-client relationship.  In order to form an attorney-client relationship, you must meet with an attorney.  The attorney-client relationship will terminate when the attorney’s involvement in the current transaction ends.

PATERNITY STIPULATION 

WORKSHEET

Client Information:

Client’s Name:


________________________________________________                        




(First)


(Middle)


(Last)

Client’s Street Address:


________________________________________________





________________________________________________

                         


________________________________________________





________________________________________________

Client’s Phone Number:

(H)____________________ (W)______________________

Client is the child’s:

Father (  Mother (
Other Party Information: 

Name:



________________________________________________                        




(First)


(Middle)


(Last)

Address:



________________________________________________





________________________________________________


________________________________________________




________________________________________________

Jurisdiction:
County where Petition will be filed?
 (County of residence of the child)


San Diego (   Riverside (   Orange (   Los Angeles (   Other __________________

Child presently resides in (city, state,) _______________________________________

Child presently resides with (name of party) ________________________________________

Was child conceived in California?   Yes (  No (
Was child born in California?   Yes (  No (
Did the parties have sexual relations with each other within a time frame consistent with the child’s conception and birth?   Yes (  No (
Has Plaintiff or Defendant lived in California for the last 6 months?   

Yes (   No (
Has Plaintiff or Defendant lived in the county of filing for the last 3 months?   

Yes (   No (
Child’s Information:

List ONLY the minor child(ren) born to or conceived by both parties.  Do not list any child(ren) who is over 18 years old, or who is otherwise emancipated.  Use the child(ren)’s full legal name.  Do not use initials.

	Name of Child
	New Name

	Place of Birth
	Date of Birth
	Gender

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


List below the addresses where the child has lived in the last 5 years, starting with the child’s present address.  Also, list the name of the person(s) with whom the child resided, and his or her relationship to the child.  If there is more than one child, or if you need additional space, please attach a separate sheet.

	Time Period
	Address
	Person(s) Having Physical Custody
	Relation to Child

	From
	To
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Miscellaneous:
Is Client named as the father of the child on the child’s birth certificate?   Yes (  No (
If no, indicate the name of father on the child’s birth certificate ___________________________________
If no, does Client wish to ask the court to order a modification of the child’s birth certificate to show Client as being the father?   Yes (  No (
A.  CHILD CUSTODY


In addition to an order to establish paternity for the child, you may also request an order to establish custody in the stipulated judgment.  If you wish to do so, read the following paragraphs and fill out part A of the worksheet.  If you do not request that custody be established in the stipulation, and an issue regarding custody arises at a later date, the parties must go back to court to establish custody.

Under California law, child custody has two components—physical custody and legal custody.  “Physical custody” means that the minor child shall reside with and under the supervision of the custodial parent.  Typically, the custodial parent has a great deal of influence over the day-to-day aspects of the child’s life.   Physical custody may be awarded to one parent only, or jointly to both parents. 

“Legal custody” means that the custodial parent has the right and responsibility to make decisions relating to the health, education, religion, and welfare of the minor child.  This means the custodial parent has authority and discretion over the long-term rearing of the child.  Legal custody may be awarded to one parent only, or jointly to both parents.  Almost always, both parents will retain legal custody of the minor child, even if only one of them has physical custody.

“Joint physical custody” is when each parent will have extended periods of physical custody of the minor child.  Joint physical custody must be shared by the parents in a manner that ensures the child’s frequent and continuing contact with both parents.  Also, each parent must be in a position of being able to provide a suitable home for the child.

Joint physical custody does not require, however, that exactly half of the child’s time be spent with each parent.  If you and the other parent wish to share physical custody of your child, you must designate the time period when each parent will have custody of the child.   Additionally, you may specify one parent as the child’s primary caretaker and one home as the child’s primary home. 

Child custody will be agreed to as follows: 

      Legal Custody   To the Father (   To the Mother (   Joint (
      Physical Custody  To the Father (   To the Mother (   Joint (
If joint physical custody, the father will keep the child during the following periods or dates:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If joint physical custody, the mother will keep the child during the following periods or dates:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If joint physical custody, will one parent be the “primary caretaker?”   Yes (   No (
If yes, the primary caretaker will be the:   Father (   Mother (
If joint physical custody, will one parent’s home be designated as the “primary home?”   

Yes (   No (
If yes, the primary home will be that of the:   Father (   Mother (
Residency of the Child:

Both parties agree that the custodial parent is free to locate anywhere with the minor child?   

Yes (   No (
Will the custodial parent be required to give 30 days notice in the event he or she changes residences with the children?   Yes (   No (
B. VISITATION

In addition to orders for paternity and custody, you may request an order to establish visitation as part of the stipulated judgment.  If you wish to do so, fill out part B of this worksheet.  If you do not request that visitation be established in the stipulation, and an issue regarding visitation arises at a later date, the parties must go back to court  to establish visitation.

The “noncustodial parent” shall have the right to visitation with the child as follows (check only one box):

( None

( Supervised

( Reasonable

( According to the following schedule:

1.  Location of Visitation

( In the state of custodial parent only

( No restrictions

( Other ____________________

2.  Weekend Visitation

( Every weekend

( Every other weekend

( Other ____________________

Weekend is from 
_______ on _______ until



    Time
              Day



_______ on _______



    Time
              Day

3.  Summer Vacation Visitation

( None

( From _______________ to _______________



Date

     Date

( At least _______ consecutive days during the summer

4.  Holiday Visitation

( None

( The child will spend alternate holidays with each parent:


During even number years (e.g., 2000),   Father (   Mother ( will have

Christmas (   Thanksgiving (   Easter (   Child’s birthdays (   Mother’s Day (   Father’s Day (   Memorial Day (   Labor Day (  Other ____________

During odd number years (e.g., 2001),   Father (   Mother ( will have

Christmas (   Thanksgiving (   Easter (   Child’s birthdays (   Mother’s Day (   Father’s Day (   Memorial Day (   Labor Day (  Other ____________

5.  Grandparent Visitation

If the noncustodial parent is unable to visit with the parties’ child for any reason, will his or her parents be able to utilize the visitation rights?   Yes (   No (   

6.  Telephone Visitation

( None

( No restrictions

( Noncustodial parent may call the parties’ child ______ times per week

7.  Other Visitation

The parties may agree to other forms of visitation below:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. CHILD SUPPORT

In addition to orders for paternity, custody, and visitation, you may request an order to establish child support as part of the stipulated judgment.  If you wish to do so, fill out part C of this worksheet.  If you do not request that child support be established in the stipulation, and an issue regarding child support arises at a later date, the parties must go back to court to establish child support.

Is public assistance (AFDC, Medicare, etc.) being provided or being requested for the child?   

Yes (   No (
If yes, specify who is providing the assistance, the amount or type of assistance provided, and the name and address of the public agency providing the assistance:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If yes, has the county or state that is paying public assistance filed an action against the father for child support?   Yes (   No (

Specify the filing agency _______________________ Case No. ______________

Will the noncustodial parent be paying child support to the custodial parent?


Yes (   No (
If yes, which parent will be responsible for paying child support to the other?   

Father (   Mother (   

Child support amount will be $_____ per month per child for a total of $_____ per month
Starting date _______________ (cannot be prior to the filing date of the Petition)

Payments will be:   Bi-weekly (   Monthly (
Day(s) of the month when the payment(s) are due _______________

May the noncustodial parent interrupt payment of child support if the child are with the noncustodial parent for a period of 30 or more consecutive days?   

Yes (   No (
	FOR ATTORNEY USE ONLY

Agreed child support amount is:   

( Below California guidelines

( Conforming with California guidelines   


Childcare Expenses:

Which party has agreed to be responsible childcare expenses
, if any?

( Father

( Mother

( Father and Mother will split the childcare expenses

Medical and Dental Coverage:

Who will be responsible for maintaining a Medical/Dental insurance plan for the child?   

( Father 

( Mother 

( Both 

( Neither 

Who will be responsible for Medical/Dental costs that are not covered by insurance?

( Father

( Mother

( Both

( Neither

Higher Education Costs:

Do the parties want to address the costs of the child’s college or university education in the stipulation
?   

Yes (   No (
If yes, which party will be responsible for paying the costs of the child’s higher education?   

( Father 

( Mother 

( Both parties will split the costs 

( Neither party will be responsible for the costs

Tax Deductions

Which party will be entitled to claim the federal and state tax deduction for the parties’ child?

( Father

( Mother

( Father and Mother will alternate years in which they will claim the deductions

( Father and Mother will split the deductions (multiple children)


Father will claim the deduction for 
____________________________



____________________________


Mother will claim the deduction for
____________________________



____________________________

Life Insurance

Will one party be required to maintain a life insurance policy in which the child is listed as his or her beneficiaries?   


Yes (   No (
If yes, what is the minimum dollar amount of the life insurance policy?

   
$_______________

If yes, which party will be required to maintain the life insurance policy?

( Father

( Mother

ACKNOWLEDGE OF PARTY NOT UTILIZING 

LEGAL ASSISTANCE SERVICES

I acknowledge that I have read and understand all of the information on the preceding pages.  I declare that I have not consulted with a legal assistance attorney at the Joint Legal Assistance Office, Camp Pendleton regarding this paternity action.  I understand that if I desire the services of an attorney, I must consult with an attorney at another legal assistance office or with a civilian attorney.  I understand that I am under no obligation to provide any information on the preceding worksheet, and that any information provided by me will be used to assist the other parent in obtaining a judgment for paternity, custody, visitation, or child support, or all of the foregoing. The information on the proceeding worksheet is voluntarily released by me, and I do so with full knowledge of my rights to first consult with an attorney.  I agree that I will make full and fair disclosure to the other parent of all information necessary to arrive at a just resolution to this matter.  It is my desire to proceed with this paternity action in an uncontested manner.   By signing below, I verify that the information provided by me in this worksheet is accurate to the best of my knowledge, and that I agree to proceed with any action contemplated by this worksheet in an uncontested manner. 

                                    



______________________________

                                    



Signature







______________________________
Print Name

State of __________________

County of ________________

On this ____ day of ____________, 20___,  before me____________________________  personally appeared_______________________________, who is ( personally known to me OR ( proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument, and acknowledged to me that he/she executed the same in his/her authorized capacity, and that by his/her signature on the instrument, the person in fact executed the instrument.






WITNESS my hand and official seal.






________________________________







Signature of Notary

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF CLIENT UTILIZING

LEGAL ASSISTANCE SERVICES

I acknowledge that I have read and understand all of the information on the preceding pages.  I understand that the legal assistance attorneys at the Joint Legal Assistance Office can only assist me in my paternity action if it is uncontested.  Furthermore, I recognize that my dissolution will be a “In Pro Per” dissolution and that I alone will be responsible for filing court documents, making any court appearances, and performing any other action necessary.  Because of the limited services that can be offered by the Joint Legal Assistance Office, I am aware that it may be in my best interest to retain civilian legal counsel.   With full understanding of all the above, I nevertheless desire to use the services of the Joint Legal Assistance Office.  I agree that I will make full and fair disclosure to the other parent of all information necessary to arrive at a just resolution of this case.  By signing below, I verify that the information provided by me in this worksheet is accurate to the best of my knowledge, and that I agree to proceed with any action contemplated by this worksheet in an uncontested manner.   

                                    



______________________________

                                    



Signature







______________________________
Print Name

State of __________________

County of ________________

On this ____ day of ____________, 20___,  before me____________________________  personally appeared_______________________________, who is ( personally known to me OR ( proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument, and acknowledged to me that he/she executed the same in his/her authorized capacity, and that by his/her signature on the instrument, the person in fact executed the instrument.






WITNESS my hand and official seal.






________________________________







Signature of Notary

� Must be a valid street address or military unit address within the county of filing.  The address cannot be a P.O. box.


� Must be different from Client’s address.   Must also be a valid street address, or a military unit address.  If the Client (Plaintiff) does not live in the county of filing, then the other party’s (Defendant) street address must be located in the county of filing in order to meet the jurisdictional requirements.  The address cannot be a P.O. box.


� In order for the California Superior Court to have personal jurisdiction over the parties and over the subject matter to order a paternity stipulation, the child in question must have physically resided in California for at least 6 months (and within the county of filing for at least 3 months) prior to the date of filing, was conceived in California, or was born in California.   This requirement is generally not waivable by either party.  The person requesting the order is the Plaintiff; the other party is the Defendant.


� Fill out only if the parties wish the change the child’s name as part of the stipulated judgment.


� Both forms of custody may be award to one parent only, or in combination (e.g., joint legal custody to both parents, and sole physical custody to one parent).





� This is uncommon.  For the most part, a parent is entitled to some type of visitation with his or her child under California law.


� This is also uncommon, and is unlikely to be approved by the court unless there are good reasons why visitation should be supervised (e.g., the visiting parent has a history of physically abusing the child, or has a substance abuse problem, etc.)  The fact that one parent does not think the other is a “good parent” will not engender a court to order supervised visitation.


� In this scenario, both parents arrange the visitation based upon their schedules or availability.  This arrangement may be the best long-term option because it allows the parents to modify the visitation without court intervention; however, this arrangement also requires that the parents have a constructive relationship with each other.


� As a general matter, “child support” and “childcare expenses” (i.e., daycare costs, etc.) are separate obligations under California law.  That means that the noncustodial parent may be required to pay both child support, as well as up to one-half of any necessary childcare expenses.


� California law does not require that a parent be responsible for a child’s college education.  You or the other parent may nevertheless agree in advance that one party, or both parties bear that responsibility.  However, once you have agreed to be responsible for the child’s higher education in the paternity stipulation, you have entered into a legally enforceable obligation.  Note that the paternity stipulation prepared by the JLAO, “Higher Education Costs” are defined as “those costs necessary towards achieving up to a four year bachelor’s degree for a student paying tuition and fees in the custodial parent’s residence state college or university system.”
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