Fallen Comrades Table & Toast


Before us stands an empty chair and a single lone table craped in black, signifying our brothers and sisters who are not with us this evening because they have given the full measure of devotion to our country and Corps. 

 Marines, a toast to all the Marines who have died for our beloved Corps.  




















Fallen Comrades Table & Toast

As you entered, you should have noticed a table, set in a place of honor.  It is set for one, yet there are many who sit in the chair.  The military way of life is filled with much symbolism.  This table provides a way to tell us those members of our profession, whom we call ‘brothers and sisters’, are not able, to be with us this day.

Draped in black; symbolizing the color of morning; the ultimate sacrifice; a table set in honor of our fallen comrades.

The single lighted candle; reminds us of the flame of eternal life; that the memory of our fallen comrades be with us always.

The Purple Heart medal; displayed to reflect the shedding of blood and the ebb of life in battle.

The identification tags; blank; yet they could bear the name of any of us here.

The dinner setting; inverted; they break bread with us in spirit only.

Remember, all of us who have served with them and called them “brothers and sisters,” who depended upon their strength and comfort and relied upon them; surely they have not forsaken you.

Marines, to our fallen comrades.
