History of the Rank 
Master Gunnery Sergeant

What is a Master Gunnery Sergeant?
Master Gunnery Sergeant is the highest enlisted rank available to Marines who have chosen to follow a career track as a technical specialist in the USMC. Master Gunnery Sergeants serve as technical experts in their Military Occupation Specialty and offer leadership in their field to large Marine units like companies and battalions. Master Gunnery Sergeants may be involved in fields such as logistics, aviation, artillery, and more. 

Master Gunnery Sergeants are promoted from the ranks of Master Sergeants who indicated their interest in continuing to pursue their Military Occupation Specialty before their promotion from Gunnery Sergeant. As a highly specialized and skilled position, many career Marines will retire in-paygrade. 

Master Gunnery Sergeants wear a distinct rank insignia with a stylized bursting bomb between three gold chevrons and four gold rockers, often jokingly referred to as the “Pineapple Patch” due to the fruit it resembles. Like holders of the subordinate rank of Gunnery Sergeant, some Master Gunnery Sergeants are referred to by their peers by the nicknames “Master Gunny” or “Master Guns”, although others prefer to be called by their full title.

Master Gunnery Sergeant is the 11th rank in the United States Marine Corps, ranking above Master Sergeant and directly below Sergeant Major. A master gunnery sergeant is a Staff Noncommissioned Officer at DoD paygrade E-9.
