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3 April 2025
Underground Storage Tank Management

This guidance applies to individuals working with or managing underground storage tanks (USTs) that
contain fuel at Marine Corps Base (MCB) Camp Pendleton. Improper management of USTs can be
detrimental to both human health and the environment. Uncontrolled releases can also lead to adverse
regulatory action.

Daily Inspections

Environmental Compliance Coordinators, tank operators, or other designated personnel responsible for
USTs must visually inspect their UST systems, including automatic leak detection equipment, containment
systems, and filling or dispensing apparatuses.

Daily inspections must include the following:
e Verify that traffic lids, fill caps, and vent caps are in place;
e Verify that alarm systems are functioning properly;
e Check for evidence of leaks or spills from dispensing equipment;
e Verify that spill kits and fire extinguishers are serviceable and are available in case of an emergency;

e Note any abnormal conditions found during inspections and corrective actions employed by
recording them in the inspection logbook;

e Check and clean the UST sumps and spill buckets to remove any collected water, fuel, and debris.
Improper or inadequate maintenance of sumps and spill buckets may cause releases to the
environment; and

e Monitor all refueling operations. Refer to the Fuel Transfer Procedures for Tanker Trucks
Environmental Standard Operating Procedure.

Specialized Inspections

e The UST system must be inspected every 30 days by a Designated UST Operator (DUSTO). The
DUSTO is a certified technician with specialized training.

e Additionally, tank owners must contract certified specialist technicians to conduct regulatory
required annual and tri-annual UST inspections.
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Maintenance

All UST equipment must be maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. All maintenance
or repairs must be performed by certified technicians, and the records of such maintenance or repairs must
be retained in the UST binder at the unit office for the life of the tank.

Records
The following records must be maintained for fuel storage USTs:
e Safety Data Sheet for the product stored in the UST;
e UST Operating Permit;
e UST Monitoring and Response Plan;
e DUSTO 30-Day Visual Inspection Checklist;
e Daily UST and underground piping automatic line leak detection monitoring log;
e Additional inspection, testing, and training records; and
e Preventive and corrective maintenance records.

Spills or Releases

Spills from USTs require immediate attention to limit environmental harm and exposure hazards. In the
event of a spill or release, follow the procedures in your Consolidated Emergency Response Contingency
Plan. For sites without a Consolidated Emergency Response Contingency Plan, adhere to the following
general procedures. For any observed problems, contact the Spill Prevention and Planning Section of the
Environmental Security Department at (760) 542-5758 or (760) 390-1178.

General spill response procedures

1. Orient to the situation and develop a plan of attack.
2. Warn others and prevent or deny access to the area.
3. Stop the release and limit its travel if it safe to do so. If not, immediately dial 911.

4. If the release exceeds 42 gallons of POL, is in or threatening surface waters, or is combusting,
immediately call 911. Otherwise:

a. Apply absorbent material/socks, excavate contaminated soil, and package contaminated
sorbents and soils in an appropriate waste container(s).

b. Notify Environmental Security by calling (760) 542-5758 or (760) 390-1178 as soon as possible
on a not to interfere basis with spill response activities.

c. Email a completed SRF-1 Form to: pndl env_sp2@usmc.mil.
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References

(a) MCO 5090.2 (Environmental Compliance and Protection Program)
(b) MCIWEST-MCB CAMPENO 5090.5 (Environmental Training)

(c) MCIWEST-MCB CAMPENO 5090.7A (Hazardous Waste Management)
(d) Code of Federal Regulations Title 40, Part 112

(e) MCB Camp Pendleton SPCC Plan

(f) MCB Camp Pendleton Storage Tank Management Plan

Use and Version Control

MCB Camp Pendleton uses Environmental Standard Operating Procedures (ESOPs) to augment
instructions contained in official orders and directives, and where necessary, to provide for sufficient
control of the installation’s significant practices. MCB Camp Pendleton maintains the authoritative,
current version of this and other ESOPs on the MCB Camp Pendleton website at:

https://www.pendleton.marines.mil/Staff-Agencies/Environmental-
Security/#EnviroSecurTab/environmental-standard-operating-procedures-esop
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