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60-Day Central Accumulation Areas 
A hazardous waste (HW) Central Accumulation Area is a location that has a Unified Program Facility Permit 
with the County of San Diego Department of Environmental Health and Quality, Hazardous Materials 
Division. These permits authorize the types of waste streams that can be accumulated and identify the 
associated SAAs from which they can receive waste. Wastes are consolidated at the 60-Day CAA, and the 
ESHW Section contracts for removal and disposal within the 60-day window from the Accumulation Start 
Date (ASD). HW is either initially accumulated at an approved 180-Day Satellite Accumulation Area then 
moved to a Central Accumulation Area or initially accumulated at the Central Accumulation Area prior to 
shipment offsite. Marine Corps Base (MCB) Camp Pendleton enforces a 60-day time limit for Central 
Accumulation Areas rather than the standard 90-day accumulation time limit. 

Management Procedure 

1. Obtain HW accumulation site approval from the ESHW Section and the responsible Unit 
Commander.  

2. Unit Commanders will consolidate 60-day HW storage sites to the minimum needed to safely and 
effectively manage the wastes. 

3. Maintain up-to-date Contingency Plans for each site. Contact the Environmental Security Spill 
Prevention and Planning Section to obtain a site-specific Contingency Plan. 

4. Maintain and make the Contingency Plan available onsite.  

5. Keep Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) for all materials stored. 

6. Notify the ESHW Section within 7-days of the ASD to inform them of new inventory. 

7. Notify the ESHW Section if the container is full or if the unit will be deploying for longer than 2-
weeks. 

8. The ESHW Section will begin coordination for contracted disposal once the container is full, if the 
unit is deploying, or at 30 days beyond the ASD, whichever occurs first. 

Site Security 

1. Fence, lock, and control access to sites at all times. 

2. The generating unit, organization, or activity is responsible for maintaining its own key(s). Only 
personnel who have completed HW handler training will have access to keys. 

3. At least one sign must be posted at each 60-day HW storage site that includes the name and phone 
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number for entry to the site during emergencies. 

4. Post signs, both in English and Spanish, and visible from 25-feet, that state:  “CAUTION:  
HAZARDOUS WASTE STORAGE AREA,” “UNAUTHORIZED PERSONS KEEP OUT,” and “NO SMOKING 
WITHIN 50 FEET.”  Signs are also required for the hazardous properties of the waste being accumulated 
(e.g., flammable, corrosive, reactive). 

5. Contact the ESHW Section in advance of unit deployments for more than 2 weeks or when 
personnel responsible for HW activities change. 

Site and Container Management 

1. All containers must be labeled using either a Hazardous Waste label (see HW Handling 
Environmental Standard Operating Procedure [ESOP] for instructions and example label) or a Universal 
Waste label (see Universal Waste Management ESOP for instructions and example label) with an 
accumulation start date. 

2. Store HW containers only in an impermeable, bermed concrete containment area or HW storage 
locker with secondary containment, or on a spill pallet. 

3. If applicable, keep drain valves closed. If containment area fills with liquid (e.g. rainwater, 
hazardous waste), ALWAYS contact ESHW Section to determine appropriate disposal.  

4. If possible, store HW containers in approved lockers or in a roofed area.  

5. Store HWs in approved United States Department of Transportation (DOT) containers/drums that 
are in good condition (e.g., no severe rusting or structural defects). 

6. Containers must be made of or lined with materials that are compatible with the HWs being stored. 

7. Containers must be secured at all times unless adding waste to the container.  Secure all containers 
in accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications. 

8. Inspect HW containers weekly. See Site Administration Book ESOP for the HW Storage Area 
Inspection Checklist.  

9. Never stack containers or lay HW containers on their sides. 

10. Never store HWs in close proximity unless they are compatible. Separate containers/drums 
consisting of incompatible HW by means of a berm, dike, wall, or similar device. 

11. Never mix waste streams in the same container, even if compatible. 

12. Maintain adequate space between containers (minimum 36 inches) so that each container can be 
inspected from an aisle and wide enough to allow access in case of emergency. Containers should be 
staged in such a manner that the label is clearly visible. 

13. Take precautions to prevent the accidental ignition or reaction of ignitable or reactive wastes (e.g., 
bonding and grounding of HWs). 

Emergency Preparedness and Response 

1. All personnel involved in the pouring, mixing, spreading, or otherwise handling of HW will have 
access to an internal alarm or emergency communication device. Acceptable devices include an 
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internal alarm, telephone, or radio(s) capable of summoning emergency assistance. 

2. All communication equipment must be tested and maintained as necessary. 

3. Equip each 60-day HW storage site with emergency equipment: fire extinguishers, including special 
extinguishing equipment such as foam, inert gas, or dry chemicals, eyewashes, spill control 
kit/supplies, and decontamination equipment, if appropriate. Keep supplies within 10 feet of 
containers.  

4. Perform a weekly inspection of all safety equipment and repair or replace as needed. Use lock 
out/tag-out procedures when equipment is not operational and annotate such on the weekly 
inspection sheet (see Site Administration ESOP). Once operational, identify on the weekly inspection 
sheet accordingly. 

5. Maintain current HW emergency response, spill prevention, and contingency plans. 

Recordkeeping 

Use the Site Administrative Book format to maintain site documentation for a minimum of 3 years.  
See the Site Administrative Book ESOP for additional information. 

Inspection and Corrective Action 

1. Inspect all 60-day HW storage sites weekly according to the site inspection checklist (see Site 
Administration Book ESOP). 

2. Corrective actions or repairs must be made if any discrepancies are found during the weekly site 
inspection.  All corrective actions or repairs must be documented in the weekly site inspection checklist 
(see Site Administration Book ESOP). Once the corrective action is completed, place the date in the 
inspection checklist to indicate completed action. 

3. Base Order (BO) 5090.1 outlines inspection, evaluation, assessment, and audit requirements.  
Notable among these requirements are the multimedia environmental compliance inspection, and 
Commanding General's Inspection Program technical inspection and technical assistance visit (TAV), 
which may be conducted annually on a scheduled or no-notice basis by inspectors from the MCB Camp 
Pendleton ES (Inspection Section). 

4. The California Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) 
and County of San Diego Department of Environmental Health, Hazardous Materials Division annually 
inspect the base's Hazardous Waste Management Program. 

Site Closure 

When a 60-day HW storage site is no longer needed, the site will be either temporarily or permanently 
closed. In preparation for closure, the following actions will be completed: 

1. Notify the ESHW Section 2 months prior to the desired closure date. 

2. Remove all HW from the site. Identify and clean up hazardous substance spills. 

3. Schedule a final walk-through of the site with the ESHW Section prior to the closure date. 
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References 

(a)   MCIWEST-MCB CAMPENO 5090.7A (Hazardous Waste Management) 

Use and Version Control: Camp Pendleton uses Environmental Standard Operating Procedures (ESOPs) to 
augment instructions contained in official orders and directives and, where necessary, to provide for 
sufficient control of the installation’s significant practices. Camp Pendleton maintains the authoritative, 
current version of this and other ESOPs on the Camp Pendleton website at:  
https://www.pendleton.marines.mil/Main-Menu/Staff-Agencies/Environmental-Security/Compliance-
Requirements/Environmental-Standard-Operating-Procedures/  
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