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Management of Waste Military Munitions 
Destruction of military munitions during range sweeping operations on active installation ranges is not 
a HW disposal action. Likewise, the process that the Marine Corps uses to request disposition 
instructions for excess, obsolete, and unserviceable munitions is not a HW disposal action. However, 
emergency response actions by Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) off installation ranges may be 
subject to regulation and permitting. Waste military munitions are subject to the standard HW 
management requirements, plus additional special handling and training requirements. 

Contact the Environmental Security (ES) Military Munitions Rule Manager (MMRM) or Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Division Head to ensure that the waste military munitions are 
managed accordingly. If the source of the container is unknown, contact the Environmental Security 
Hazardous Waste (ESHW) Section at 760-725-4375 for guidance. 
 
Follow the processes below for additional waste military munitions guidance or contact the Base 
Explosives Safety Officer at (760) 763-4817 for more information.  
 
1. The MCB Camp Pendleton Ammunition Supply Point (ASP) is solely responsible for requesting and 
responding to disposition instructions for excess, obsolete, or unserviceable military munitions in 
accordance with Marine Corps Order (MCO) P8020.10A, Marine Corps Ammunition Management and 
Explosives Safety Policy Manual. 

2. Consult MCO 3550.12, Operational Range Clearance Program for details regarding responsibilities, 
operations, and management of military munitions. 

Off-Base Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Process 

1. EOD notification 

a. The general public notifies Local Law Enforcement (LLE) as the lead agency for off-base 
explosives emergencies. 

b. If LLE determines the item of suspicion to be a military munitions (MM) item, LLE contacts MCB 
Camp Pendleton EOD to request assistance. 

c. LLE has full authority off-base to include emergency permitting. 

d. LLE MUST officially request MCB Camp Pendleton EOD assistance.  

e. LLE contacts EOD via the MCB Camp Pendleton Provost Marshall’s Office non-emergency 
number at (760) 763-2077. The secondary contact is the MCB Camp Pendleton EOD Team at 
(760) 725-5498. 

f. EOD contacts and provides information to the ES MMRM: (760) 763-7881. 

MCB Camp Pendleton 
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2. LLE responsibilities/authority 
 
a. Determine whether EOD assistance is needed. 

b. LLE may decide to handle MMs themselves, and not call EOD. No law or regulation requires LLE 
to contact EOD or the base. 

c. LLE has overall responsibility of the site and munitions until they are released to EOD. 

d. LLE may elect to use EOD for technical assistance/advice.  If this is the case, EOD should provide 
advice only in terms of type and condition of the munitions item, whether it is safe or unsafe to 
move it, procedures to render it safe, etc. 

e. If onsite conditions require an Emergency Destruct onsite or relocate and destroy, LLE requires 
that an Emergency Permit be obtained from the California Environmental Protection Agency 
Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC). The ES MMRM is the only one that will contact 
DTSC. 

f. DTSC contacts. 

(1) Emergency Clean-up of Hazardous Materials and Drug Labs: (916) 255-6504 

(2) M–F 8am–5pm: (800) 260-3972 

(3) After Hours: (800) 852-7550 

(4) Ordnance and Explosive Cleanup, Southern CA Office (Cypress Office): (714) 484-5456 

(5) Email for submitting permits: emer_permit@dtsc.ca.gov.  This includes the removal and 
transport to an on-base range for emergency destruct. See the section below regarding 
Immediate Threat Situations. 

g. EOD provides necessary follow-up to LLE and DTSC (if required) through the ES MMRM. 

 
3. EOD responsibilities 

a. EOD renders assistance as requested. 

b. LLE is the Lead Agency until the material is turned over to EOD. 

c. EOD is the resident expert on MMs. 

d. EOD has FINAL decision authority on whether to blow-in-place (BIP), render safe, or transport 
and blow. EOD also decides whether to render the item inert for future training or to blow it, based 
on site conditions. 

e. EOD ensures that the entire incident is documented on the call sheet, regardless of whether EOD 
provides support or is the lead at the incident. 

f. EOD provides necessary follow-up to LLE and DTSC (if required) through the ES MMRM. 

NOTE: It is still an Emergency Response under the LLE permits until the items are destroyed. 
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4. Notification from EOD 

a. EOD will correspond with the ES MMRM regardless of scope and as soon as possible after initial 
assessment. The timing and context of the notification will be at the discretion of the EOD Officer 
in Charge (OIC) or team leader at the scene. 

b. Contact information: ES desk: (760) 763-7881 

c. DTSC is the lead regulatory agency for munitions-related releases. 

d. The ES MMRM will notify the DTSC immediately following notification from EOD if there is a 
reporting requirement. 

e. If a permit is required, the ES MMRM will obtain the permit and provide written or verbal 
notification to the EOD OIC or Team Leader prior to any non-emergent response (40 CFR 261).  

5. Immediate threat situations 

NOTE: In the event of an immediate threat situation, the ES MMRM conducts all liaison and 
notification to DTSC.  EOD should contact the ES MMRM for any communication to the DTSC. 

There are two options for immediate threat situations:  

(1) Explosives are NOT safe to transport and must be BIP.  

a. An emergency permit from the DTSC is not required. 

b. Contact the DTSC after the situation is rendered safe. 

c. Submit a post-destruction correspondence once destruction is complete. 

(2) Explosives are safe to transport and can be destroyed at a later date.  

a. An emergency permit from the DTSC is required.  

b. Explosives are transported to the MCB Camp Pendleton ammunition supply point 
for storage. 

c. Contact the DTSC via phone for emergency destruction permit; you will receive 
verbal approval. 

d. For fireworks, use descriptions such as unstable; unknown stability; unknown origin; 
or cannot mix non mil spec and mil spec explosives.  

For examples of situations that do and don’t require an emergency permit, see DTSC’s Emergency 
Permit page at https://dtsc.ca.gov/hazardous-waste-emergency-permits/ . This page also provides 
instructions on emergency permit applications and requirements. Emergency permit applications 
may be submitted to DTSC electronically at emergency_permit@dtsc.ca.gov . Mail documents to: 

Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Permitting: Emergency Permits 
Sacramento Regional Office 
8800 Cal Center Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95826 

 

https://dtsc.ca.gov/hazardous-waste-emergency-permits/
mailto:emergency_permit@dtsc.ca.gov
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References 

(a) MCB Camp Pendleton MARINE CORPS ORDER 3550.12A Operational Range Clearance Program 
(b) MCB Camp Pendleton MARINE CORPS ORDER 8020.10 Marine Corps Explosives Safety Management 

Program 
(c) California Environmental Protection Agency Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC), Immediate 

Threat Situation Report Requirements document 

Use and Version Control: Camp Pendleton uses Environmental Standard Operating Procedures (ESOPs) to 
augment instructions contained in official orders and directives and, where necessary, to provide for 
sufficient control of the installation’s significant practices. Camp Pendleton maintains the authoritative, 
current version of this and other ESOPs on the Camp Pendleton website at: 
https://www.pendleton.marines.mil/Main-Menu/Staff-Agencies/Environmental-Security/Compliance-
Requirements/Environmental-Standard-Operating-Procedures/  

https://www.pendleton.marines.mil/Main-Menu/Staff-Agencies/Environmental-Security/Compliance-Requirements/Environmental-Standard-Operating-Procedures/
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