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Universal Waste Management 
Universal waste (UW) includes certain batteries, electronic devices, mercury-containing equipment, 
lamps, cathode ray tube glass, aerosol cans, and photovoltaic modules. If not managed as a universal 
waste and appropriately recycled, universal waste must be managed as a hazardous waste (HW).  
 
Follow the management procedures below for proper management of UW.  
 
UW Identification 

1. The following UW types are HW that are subject to the UW requirements (note that all UW is HW, 
but not all HW is UW): 

a. UW Batteries. Batteries exhibiting a characteristic of HW (i.e., rechargeable nickel-cadmium, 
mercury batteries, small sealed lead-acid, alkaline) that also exhibit the characteristic of corrosivity 
are considered UW. See the Lithium and Non-Lithium Batteries Environmental Standard Operating 
Procedures (ESOPs) for other battery waste procedures.   

b. UW Electronic devices (i.e., televisions, computer monitors, cell phones, video cassette 
recorders, computer central processing units, portable digital video disc players). 

c. UW Mercury-containing equipment. Older thermostats are a common example of mercury-
containing equipment. They contain small glass capsules of mercury and are UW.  Modern, fully 
electric thermostats that do not contain mercury are not UW. 

d. UW Light Bulbs. See the Light Bulbs ESOP for appropriate management procedures. 

e. Cathode ray tubes (CRTs) and CRT glass. A cathode ray tube that has been accidentally broken 
or processed for recycling. 

f. Non‐empty aerosol cans. Aerosol cans containing paint, pesticides, and cleaning products are 
several examples of materials that may be hazardous when discarded. Additionally, most aerosol 
cans use ignitable propellants making most non‐empty waste aerosol cans ignitable hazardous 
wastes. See the Aerosol Cans ESOP for appropriate management procedures. 

g. Photovoltaic (PV) Modules. Universal waste PV modules includes any device consisting of, or 
containing, one or more electrically connected photovoltaic cells. PV modules also include, in 
addition to solar panels, devices such as solar powered garden lights and solar powered backpacks. 
If an electronic device has PV cells, the device is considered an electronic device and must be 
managed as such. However, when the PV cells or modules integrated to an electronic device are 
removed from the device, then the PV cells or modules would be considered UW. 

MCB Camp Pendleton 
Environmental Standard Operating Procedure 



Universal Waste Management 1 September 2023 
 

UW Handling 

1. Label each container of UW as UW (see Figure 1 for an example UW label).  In addition, mark each 
individual UW, each individual container of UW, or the UW accumulation area(s) with the accumulation 
start date for that UW or all UW in the area. Fill the label as follows: 

 Contents: Common name of waste. 
 Accumulation Start Date: Date first drop of waste is accumulated. 
 Shipper: Unit name. 
 Address: Building number where waste is stored. 
 City, State, Zip: MCB Camp Pendleton, CA 92055. 

2. Accumulate and store UW up to 1 year after the large quantity handler of UW generates or receives 
the waste.  If more time is needed, contact the ESHW Section well before the oldest UW reaches 1 
year. 

3. Keep records of shipments both received and shipped offsite.  Retain these records, which contain 
specific information, for at least 3 years. 

4. A registered HW transporter is not required to transport UW. A common carrier may transport it, 
or it may be self-transported.  Additionally, a bill of lading may be used to transport UW.  A uniform 
hazardous waste manifest is not required.  Use the proper United States Department of Transportation 
(DOT) shipping name when shipping.  Do not use the words "HAZARDOUS WASTE" to describe UW. 

Universal Waste Management 

1. MCB Camp Pendleton generates UW in quantities that meet the definition of a Large-Quantity 
Handler of Universal Waste (LQHUW). 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 273 contains standards for 
LQHUWs.  

2. An LQHUW may accumulate UW for no more than 365 days from the date the UW is generated or 
received from another handler.  An LQHUW must be able to demonstrate the length of time that the 
UW has been accumulating. This is demonstrated by promptly labeling and marking all UW containers 
with an accumulation start date, and for specific accumulation areas, identifying the earliest date that 
any UW in the area became a waste.  

3. An LQHUW has the following responsibilities: 

a. Notify the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) of UW handling activities.  
Once the notification is complete and MCB Camp Pendleton has received the U.S. EPA identification 
number for UW, then re-notification is not required.  This notification has already occurred. 

b. Inform all personnel who handle or have responsibility for managing a UW of the proper 
handling and emergency procedures appropriate to the type(s) of UW handled. 

c. Immediately contain all releases of UW and other residues from UW.  Determine whether any 
material resulting from the release is HW, and if so, manage the HW in compliance with all applicable 
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requirements. See the MCB Camp Pendleton Oil and Hazardous Substance Spill Contingency 
(OHSSC) Plan for specific spill and emergency response procedures. 

d. Do not send or take UW to a facility other than another UW handler. If an LQHUW self-transports 
UW offsite, the handler becomes a UW transporter for the self-transportation activities and must 
comply with the transporter requirements of 22 CCR, Division 4.5, Chapter 23, Article 5. 

e. If a UW being offered for offsite transportation meets the definition of hazardous material (HM) 
under 49 CFR 171 through 180, you must package, label, mark, placard the shipment, and prepare 
the proper shipping papers in accordance with the applicable DOT regulations under 49 CFR 172 
through 180. 

f. Maintain records of UW sent offsite for disposal for at least 3 years after the date when the UW 
left the installation.  These records may take the form of a log, invoice, manifest, bill of lading, or 
other shipping document.  On the record of each shipment of UW, include the following 
information: 

(1) Name and address of the UW handler, and destination facility to which the UW was sent. 
(2) Quantity of each type of UW (e.g., batteries, thermostats). 
(3) Date when the UW left the facility of origin. 

References 

(a) California Environmental Protection Agency Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), 
Universal Waste Fact Sheet 
(b) MCIWEST-MCB CAMPENO 5090.7A (Hazardous Waste Management) 
(c) United States Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Base Bulletin 5100 
(d) United States Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Policy Letter NO. 003 Draft 

 
Use and Version Control: Camp Pendleton uses Environmental Standard Operating Procedures (ESOPs) 
to augment instructions contained in official orders and directives and, where necessary, to provide for 
sufficient control of the installation’s significant practices. Camp Pendleton maintains the authoritative, 
current version of this and other ESOPs on the Camp Pendleton website at:    
https://www.pendleton.marines.mil/Main-Menu/Staff-Agencies/Environmental-Security/Compliance-
Requirements/Environmental-Standard-Operating-Procedures/

https://www.pendleton.marines.mil/Main-Menu/Staff-Agencies/Environmental-Security/Compliance-Requirements/Environmental-Standard-Operating-Procedures/
https://www.pendleton.marines.mil/Main-Menu/Staff-Agencies/Environmental-Security/Compliance-Requirements/Environmental-Standard-Operating-Procedures/
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Figure 1   
Universal Waste Example Label 


	Universal Waste Management

